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Canterbury Construction Report© 
 
 
 

March 2021 
This report is prepared by 

Blackburn Management Limited 
The data used in this report has been taken from the  

Monthly Building Consent Reports provided by: 
 
 

Christchurch City Council 
Selwyn District Council 

Waimakariri District Council 
 
 
 
 
Please Note: 
 
The data contained in this report is based on information that is provided by the 
above mentioned providers, which is released as a matter of public record. 
 
Although all attempts are made to verify the data where possible, no 
representation is made by Blackburn Management, its agents or staff as to the 
accuracy of this information. 
 
This report provides an analysis of the residential construction market in 
Canterbury. It focuses on new residential dwellings.  
 
This report specifically excludes data relating to Rest Home facilities, sleepouts or 
secondary buildings and relocatable buildings (not being built for a specific site). 
 
Some of the residential consents are issued across multiple stages. Information 
relating to these building consent application are only included when the final 
stage has been consented. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Front and Back Covers 
Construction of 43 Units in Riccarton Road Christchurch by Williams Corporation 
Picture used with permission  
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1.  Summary of Dwellings Consented in Canterbury 

 

Number of Dwellings Consented 
 

    
    

In March 2021 there were 586 new residential dwellings consented across the 
three major Councils in Canterbury. This is about 47% higher than February 2021 
and this is an increase of 43% from the 410 new dwellings consented in March 
2020.  
 
This is the highest number of new residential dwellings consented in the last four 
years.  
 

   
 
Christchurch continues to dominate the number of new dwellings being 
consented, however Selwyn has steadily increased its overall percentage of new 
dwellings. 
 
Waimakariri continues to show a significant increase in the number of dwellings 
consented mainly due to a backlog of new property titles in Ravenswood finally 
coming through from the Council. 
 

    
 

2019 2020 2021 % Change *

Jan 248 392 340 -13%

Feb 337 339 400 18%

Mar 393 410 586 43%

Apr 310 349

May 302 547

Jun 313 378

Jul 335 317

Aug 406 355

Sep 368 370

Oct 397 452

Nov 365 488

Dec 323 427

Total 4,097 4,824

New Residential Dwellings Consented (CCC, SDC and WDC)

* % Change is 2021 over 2020 numbers

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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Value of Dwellings Consented 
 
 

    
 
The total value of new residential dwellings consented in March 2021 across all 
three Councils was $ 208,200,461. This is an increase of 23% over the $169 million 
in consented value for March 2020. 
 
This has been the second month in a row this year showing a significant increase 
in the overall value of dwellings consented and the first time in more than four 
years where the monthly value of dwellings has exceeded $200 million. 
 

    
 
The graph and table below show the combined value of dwellings consented 
back to January 2019. The dark blue line on the graph says it all, with this being a 
record month as far as the overall value of new dwellings is concerned. 
 
A closer look at the numbers for each Council show some ups and downs with 
regard to growth, but overall the results for this month are nearing record levels. 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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Side by Side comparison of Councils 
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2.  Christchurch City Council 

 

Number of Dwellings Consented 
 
 

    
    
 

In March 2021 there were 316 new residential dwellings consented in 
Christchurch. This number is up by 29% on the 245 dwellings consented in March 
2020  
 
This is the second largest number of new dwelling consented in the past 12 
months (with 348 dwellings in May 2020). 
 
 

    
 
 
Although the increase this month is partly due to an increase in the number of 
multi-unit developments being consented, there was also a noticeable increase 
in the number of individual dwellings consented this month. 
 
There were 149 individual dwellings consented this month, which was an 18% 
increase over the 126 individual dwellings consented in March 2020. 
 
 

  

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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Multi-Unit Developments 
 
 

    
 
 
In March 2021, multi-unit developments represented 53% of all dwellings 
consented in Christchurch, with 167 dwellings consented across just 25 consent 
applications. This is an average of 7 units per consent. 
 
The 167 multi-unit dwellings consented in March 2021 was an increase of 29% 
compared to the 119 units consented in March 2020. 
 
This month there were 3 consents for multi-unit dwellings by Kainga Ora with 
total of 18 units.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
The largest developments consented this month were: 
 

• 37 units at Richmond by Otautahi Community Housing Trust 
• 21 units in Central City by Williams Corporation 
• 13 units at St. Albans by Mike Greer Homes 
• 12 units at Upper Riccarton by Kainga Ora 
• 10 units at St. Albans by Mike Greer Homes 

  

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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Size of Dwellings Consented 
 

    
 
 
In March there were 116 dwellings consented with a floor area of less than 100 m2, 
which accounted for approximately 36% of all dwellings consented for the 
month.  
 
The median size of all dwellings consented this month was just 128 m2. 
 
 

    
 
Looking specifically at individual dwellings, the median size was 186 m2, while the 
median size of multi-units were just 76 m2. 
 
The massive difference between the to two types of construction is becoming 
more pronounced as these higher density developments become more popular.  
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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Value of Dwellings Consented 
 
 

    
 
In March 2021 the overall value of new dwellings consented in Christchurch was 
$103,281,452. This is the highest value of dwellings consented since March 2020. 
 
Although the number of dwelling consented this month increased by 29% 
comparing March 2020, the overall value of dwellings consented declined by 5% 
on March 2020. 
 
This is largely attributed to an increase in dwellings with a consented value of less 
than $250,000, which has the impact of reducing the overall value of consents. 
 
 

    
 
The graph and table above show the value of dwellings consented since January 
2019.  Although this month is slightly down on last year, it is still markedly higher 
than January 2019. 
 

    
 
The median value of all dwellings consented was $307,531 and the cost of median 
construction was $2,116 per m2. 
 

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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Top Applicants 
 

 
 
The largest applicant in March was Otautahi Community Housing Trust with 37 
dwellings in one single building consent application.  
 
Mike Greer Homes were second with 32 units in eleven developments. 
 
Williams Corporation were third with one consent for a development of 21 units. 
 
The top 10 applicants accounted for approximately 48% of all dwellings 
consented for the month. 
 
 

Top Suburbs 
 

 
 
 
Halswell, had the largest number of new dwellings consented in March with 47 
new dwellings consented. 
 
It is clear that Halswell, Yaldhurst and Burwood are principally standalone family 
homes. 
 
Development in the Central City makes an appearance again for the first time in 
several months, with 33 units across three consent applications. 
 
The inner suburbs of Riccarton, St Albans and Sydenham appear to be the 
favoured areas for development at the moment.  

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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3. Selwyn District Council 

 

Number of Dwellings Consented 
 

    
 
In March 2021 there were 181 new residential dwellings consented in Selwyn 
District. This is an increase of 34% on the 135 dwellings consented in March 2020 
and increase of 60% on 113 dwellings consented in February this year. 
 
181 new dwellings consented is the highest number of new dwellings consented 
in Selwyn ever recorded in a single month 
 

    
 
Unlike neighbouring Christchurch, there are less multi-unit developments built 
in Selwyn. However, there have been a number of multi-unit building consents 
each month since last November and this month there are 21 multi dwelling units 
across 6 building consent applications. This is the highest number of multi units 
in Selwyn for the last four years.  
 

  

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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Size of Dwellings Consented 
 
 

    
 
 
In March 2021 there were 156 dwellings consented with a floor area of 151 m2 or 
larger. This accounted for 87% of all dwellings consented in the District. 
 
 
At the other end of the scale there was only one dwelling consented at smaller 
than 50 m2. 
 
These numbers contrast sharply with the size of dwellings in Christchurch where 
the majority fall into the smaller size groups. 
 
 

    
 
 
In March the median size of dwelling consented in Selwyn was 187 m2. 
 
The smallest dwelling consented this month was 35 m2 for a relocated dwelling 
in Coalgate and the largest was 694 m2 in Tai Tapu with the value of $4.5 million 
by Mason and Wales Architects.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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Value of Dwellings Consented 
 
 

     
 
In March the total value of dwellings consented in Selwyn District was 
$ 73,492,102 which is an increase of 46% on the $50 million in March 2020 and an 
increase of 70% on $43 million in February this year. 
 
This is the highest value of dwellings ever consented in Selwyn in a month. 
 

    
 
The graph and table above show the overall value of dwellings consented across 
the District since January 2019.  
 
The sharp increase in the dark blue line shows the dramatic increase in the value 
of dwellings consented in the District this month and continues to demonstrate 
the ongoing demand for new housing across the Selwyn district. 
 
 

    
 
 
The median consented value of dwellings in the District was $360,000 for the 
month and the cost of construction was $1,894 per m2. 73% of Selwyn dwellings 
are between $250,000 ~ $500,000 value range.  

2019 2020 2021 % Change *

Jan 28,100,624$           36,871,466$           38,214,786$          4%

Feb 39,722,089$           48,657,279$           43,245,276$          -11%

Mar 33,470,529$           50,203,740$           73,492,102$          46%

Apr 38,379,725$           36,656,709$           

May 38,736,751$           52,349,878$           

Jun 26,964,115$           61,163,840$           

Jul 40,842,941$           48,814,789$           

Aug 51,340,381$           47,933,674$           

Sep 46,158,672$           54,597,943$           

Oct 49,544,727$           45,872,549$           

Nov 42,060,885$           54,773,332$           

Dec 42,970,180$           60,150,777$           

Total 478,291,619$        598,045,976$        

Value of Dwellings Consented (Selwyn District Council)

* % Change is 2021 over 2020 numbers

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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Top Applicants 
 
 

 
 
In March 2021, there is a much greater mix of smaller and independent builders 
working in the District as opposed to the regular dominance of Group Home 
Builders. 
 
The top 10 applicants account for 35% of all dwellings consented this month in 
the District. 
 
 
 
Top Townships 
 
 

 
 
Rolleston and Lincoln account for 87% of all dwellings in Selwyn this month.  
 
As usual, again, Rolleston is the most favourite township followed by Lincoln for 
Dwelling number. Interesting note is although Tai Tapu ranked in 9th position 
with 2 dwellings only, its value ranked in 3rd place. 
 
There is a noticeable difference in the size of dwellings being consented in 
Lincoln to Rolleston. At an average dwelling size of 214 m2, new houses in Lincoln 
are more than 14% larger than those being built in Rolleston. 
 
  

Selwyn District Council
Consents 

Issued
Dwellings

Avg. Floor 

Area

Total Floor 

Area

Avg. $ per 

m2

Avg. Dwelling 

Value
 Total Value 

Rolleston 83 103 188 19,349 1,899$          356,699$          36,740,028$        

Lincoln 49 54 214 11,550 1,900$          406,427$          21,947,042$        

West Melton 6 6 267 1,603 2,305$          615,810$          3,694,861$         

Darfield 4 4 213 850 1,798$          382,000$          1,528,000$         

Castle Hill 2 2 151 301 2,757$          415,000$          830,000$            

Coalgate 2 2 49 98 1,020$          50,000$            100,000$            

Kirwee 2 2 246 492 2,236$          550,000$          1,100,000$         

Southbridge 2 2 171 341 1,877$          320,086$          640,171$          

Tai Tapu 2 2 466 931 5,177$          2,410,000$         4,820,000$         

Arthurs Pass 1 1 169 169 4,024$          680,000$            680,000$            

TOP SUBURBS (by Dwellings Consented) March 2021

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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4. Waimakariri District Council 

 

Number of Dwellings Consented 
 
 

    
 
In March 2021 there were 89 new residential dwellings consented across 
Waimakariri District. This a slight decline from the 96 dwellings consented in 
February but a huge increase of 197% from the 30 dwellings consented in March 
2020. 
 
This month’s increase, as with February, is down to a backlog of consent 
applications being held up by a delay in section titles coming through from 
Ravenswood. Now that these titles are available these consents are “catch up” 
rather than a new level of demand in Waimakariri. 
 

    
 
After hitting a four year high with the number of building consent in February 
2021, this is the second highest number of new dwellings consented in the 
District since 2016. 
 

 

2019 2020 2021 % Change*

Jan 47 54 40 -26%

Feb 47 44 96 118%

Mar 66 30 89 197%

Apr 38 47

May 49 51

Jun 39 35

Jul 70 50

Aug 69 42

Sep 58 42

Oct 65 53

Nov 60 56

Dec 42 49

Total 650 553

New Residential Dwellings Consented (Waimakariri District Council)

* % Change is 2021 over 2020 numbers

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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Size of Dwellings Consented 
 
 

    
 
 
In Waimakariri, dwellings between 151 m2 and 200 m2 are the dominant size 
across the District.  
 
Approximately 77% of all dwellings consented in the District are larger than 151 
m2. 
 
Long term trends suggest that the overall size of dwellings is getting smaller, 
across all Councils. The median size of dwellings in Waimakariri is 167 m2, which 
is smaller than in previous months. 
 
 

    
 
 
The smallest dwellings consented were 32 m2 for relocated building in Sefton 
and the largest dwelling consented was 377 m2 in Pegasus.  
 
Typically, dwellings in the District are individual stand alone “family” houses, 
however are smaller than those being built in Selwyn where the median size for 
March was 187 m2. 
 
 
  

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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Value of Dwellings Consented 
 
 

    
 
The total value of dwellings consented in Waimakariri District in March was 
$31,426,907. This is an increase of 213% from the about $10 million in March 2020. 
 
This is the second month in a row where the total value of dwellings consented 
has exceeded $30 million. Although the overall value for March is down slightly 
on February, these are two stand out months, certainly since the peak of the 
earthquake rebuild. 
 

    
 
A good start for the year, but given that these numbers are largely “catch up” at 
Ravenswood, expect to see these values decline over the coming months. 
 
 

    
 
 
The median consented value of new dwellings was $335892 and the cost of 
construction was $1,985 per m2. 
 
 
 

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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Top Applicants 
 
 

 

 
 
The top 10 applicants in March accounted for 48% of all new construction 
consented for the month. 
 
Independent architectural designers are strong in building consent applications 
in District.  
 
 

Top Townships 
 
 

 
 
Woodend (Ravenswood) has the largest number of dwellings consented in 
March, followed by Pegasus. This accounts for more than 56% of all dwellings 
consented in the District this month. 
 
Kaiapoi (Silverstream) has the third largest number of dwellings consented in the 
District with 13. 
 
Rangiora had 12 dwellings consented in March, however these are from a mix of 
random left over sections rather than any one main subdivision leading 
development. 
 
 
   

Waimakariri District Council
Consents 

Issued
Dwellings

Avg. Floor 

Size m2

Total Floor 

Size m2

Avg. $ per 

m2

Avg. Dwelling 

Value
 Total Value 

Leigh Adams Architecture Limited 12 12 172 2,060 1,619$        277,917$            3,335,000$         

Jennian Homes Canterbury Limited 7 7 170 1,190 2,094$         $            355,928  $         2,491,498 

GJ Gardner Homes 4 4 166 662 2,151$         $            355,998  $         1,423,993 

Karen van der Mespel Architectural Drafting 4 4 143 571 1,926$         $            275,000  $         1,100,000 

A.S.C.A.D. Limited 3 3 180 539 2,033$         $            365,333  $         1,096,000 

Mike Greer Homes 3 3 158 475 1,796$         $            284,333  $            853,000 

X.Design Architects Limited 3 3 226 679 2,062$         $            466,667  $         1,400,000 

Xpress Design + Drafting 3 3 159 476 1,989$         $            315,542  $            946,627 

Construct Drafting Services Limited 2 2 217 434 2,949$        640,000$            1,280,000$         

Cressy Consulting and Construction Limited 2 2 184.5 369 2,575$        475,000$            950,000$            

TOP APPLICANTS (by Dwellings Consented) March 2021

Waimak District Council
Consents 

Issued
Dwellings

Avg. Floor 

Area m2

Total Floor 

Area m2

Avg. $ per 

m2

Avg. Dwelling 

Value
 Total Value 

Woodend 30 30 157 4,712 1,859$        291,990$          8,759,712$         

Pegasus 20 20 202 4,035 1,972$        397,921$          7,958,414$         

Kaiapoi 13 13 170 2214 2,179$        371,048$          4,823,627$         

Rangiora 12 12 185 2,214 1,953$        360,392$          4,324,704$         

Loburn 2 2 232 463 1,737$        402,000$          804,000$            

Mandiville 2 2 273 546 2,775$        757,500$          1,515,000$         

Oxford 2 2 233 465 2,258$        525,000$          1,050,000$         

Ashley 1 1 240 240 1,667$        400,000$          400,000$            

Balcairn 1 1 115 115 2,183$        251,000$          251,000$            

Calrkville 1 1 79 79 2,063$        163,000$          163,000$            

TOP SUBURBS (by Dwellings Consented) March 2021

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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For a full analysis of all building consent applications and related information 
please read this report in association with the accompanying spreadsheet. 
 
Additional and specialist analysis is available on request. 

 
 
 

CONTACT US 
 

mike@blackburnmanagement.co.nz    
 
www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz 
 
Mike Blackburn   021 370 018 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/blackburnmanagement/ 

 
 

Confidential Information 
 
This report is confidential and for the sole and exclusive use of the individual addressee. It may not be copied, 
reproduced or transmitted in whole or part in any form, including by photocopying, facsimile, scanning or by 
any manual or electronic means without the express written permission of the author. 
 
Multiple copies can be supplied by arrangement for an additional charge. 
 
Unauthorised copying or possession of unauthorised copies of this report is a criminal act 
 
Copyright © Blackburn Management Limited. 2021 

 
Disclaimer 
 
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this report is accurate and reliable, 
Blackburn Management Limited will not be held responsible for errors and / or omissions or held liable for 
claims arising directly or indirectly therefrom. 
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